Diagnostic immunopathology of the kidney biopsy in rheumatic diseases.
Nephropathies found in systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE), progressive systemic sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis, Sjögren's syndrome, and mixed connective tissue disease are discussed. Pathogenetic insights derived from the study of kidney tissue are highlighted and clinicopathologic correlations indicated. The question of whether to perform kidney biopsy in lupus patients is also addressed.